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Dear Sir: 

In connection with the above-identified application. Applicant hereby attaches U.S. Patent 
Office Form PTOL-1449. including copies of the prior art references listed therein. Also 
enclosed is a copy of U.S. Patent 5.685,914 which is believed to be the U.S. equivalent to JP 8- 
102460. These references were cited by the Japanese Patent Office in the International 
Preliminary Examination Report of the underlying PCT patent application. Enclosed also is the 
Japanese text Search Report, together with an English translation thereof. The claims in the 
present application are believed to be patentably distinguished over these references. 

This prior art disclosure statement is being made pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
imposed by law and formulated in 37 C 1 R 1 .56(A). No representation is made that the 
information thus disclosed in fact constitutes prior art or that it is the closest prior art. inasmuch 
as 37 CFR 1 .56(A) relies on a materiality concept which depends on subjectivity. 

In compliance with the requirements of 37 C FR 1 .98(a)(3), as a concise statement of 
relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 35 USC § 1.56(c) most 



knowledgeable about the content of the information, the undersigned attorney of record submits 
translation of portions of an official action by a foreign examiner in w hich the reference w as 
cited. The relevance to the pending l.S. Patent application is that the reference was cited in a 
foreign patent application on the same subject matter. Howev er, no independent analysis of the 
reference, the accuracy of the statement of the foreign examiner or the claims of the foreign 
application under the law s of the country or the Tinted States relativ e to the subject matter 
claimed in the present application has been made; the present understanding of the contents 
thereof by the undersigned being based on the translation of the foreign examiner's comments 
submitted herewith. 

The enclosed Prior Art Statement is being submitted w ithin three months of the Japanese 
Office Action, as certified in the attached Certification for Information Disclosure Statement. 
Therefore, we believe that there are no fees invoked with this prior art disclosure statement. 
However, in the event there are any fees payable, please charge them to our Deposit Account No 
08-1391. 




Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 24,315 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the I'nited States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on ^ J ,_,<.„/ , . \ w : ^ at Tucson. Arizona. 



INFORMATION DISC LOSl RK 



AT ION 



Ducket NumhtT (( )|)lnm I 

SIIK, (10*05 



Vpplicatiun Number 

10 019,245 



\|i|>lua ntM 

SATO et al. 



hlma Date 



December 18, 2001 



drnup \rt I ml 



I s. PVIr.M !)()( I MKMS 



f 'Q,' Or 



't \ 


Hi r 


^ 

(*Kyi SUM \| M tit K 


1) v I v 




( 1 \NS 


s[ H< [.ass 








' 

~5^)85.9I4 


nil <r 


HILLS et al. 


118 


"23 


04 05/94 ' j 
















































— 












































PE 


iCEIV 


r ED 












A 


5 R 8 - 20 


K 












n 


; 170 


0 



































KOKKK.N PA I KM IMK I MKM S 





Rt K 


IMH'l MKN I M MBKR 


1) \ 1 K 


(OIN 1 RY 


("l ASS 


SI B( LASS 


Translation 


N KS 


NO 






3-124023 


05/27/91 


JAPAN 














8-102460 


04/16/96 


JAPAN 














10-321604 


12/04/98 


JAPAN 















































OI HKR IKK I MKMS (Including Author, Tide, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



KWMINKR 


DAI K ( ONSIDKRKI) 


KXAMINKK: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPKP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 


not considered. Include cop) of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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